GOVERNMENT   FOR   CIRAQ
Government have accordingly directed the Civil Commis-
sioner to take immediate measures in consultation with the
Councils and with approval of local opinion in all parts of the
country to frame definite proposals with above-named
object.1
In conclusion, the Acting Civil Commissioner was notified
that the Bonham-Carter proposals were under consideration.
The proposed announcement met with immediate and open
opposition from the Acting Civil Commissioner. The consulta-
tion of opinion, he believed, would produce no proposals v^hich
could guide H.M. Government2 and would, in fact, be fraught
with danger. It would mean delay when speedy action was
essential. The issue in any such consultation would become
again, as in 1918-19, that of Arab independence versus British
control. He was well aware that since the time he had suggested
and carried out the earlier plebiscite, the temper of the country
had changed and that no amount of official control or organiza-
tion, such as had been employed on that occasion, could pro-
duce declarations for British control which would ring true,
although many substantial elements of the population were
still pro-British. He voiced his opposition in a strongly worded
reply, May 8th, stating in part:
It is with great regret that I find myself compelled to ask
His Majesty's Government to reconsider this portion of their
announcement.
I submit that it is for H.M.G. as Mandatory Power to
prescribe what form of Government shall be set up in the
immediate future.3 To refer the question afresh to Divisional
1	Telegram, S/S for India to Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, May 4th, 1923.
2	H M. Government, in reality, had little expectation that proposals from the
inhabitants of 'Iraq would be of value, even if the Bonham-Carter proposals
were submitted to the Councils as suggested.   The consultation had been
sanctioned in order to avoid the appearance of imposing a constitution on the
people, and to comply with the conditions of the Mandate    Telegram No.
P« 3797> S/S for India to Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, May I2th, 1920.  See
also Young, op. cit., p. 309.
8 But cf, his views, of three weeks later, on the imperative necessity of
consulting local opinion, cited infra, p. 218.
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